January 11, 2010       
Dear President Obama and Congressional Leaders,

On behalf of the undersigned local, state, and national organizations committed to the health and well-being of our nation’s young people, we thank you for taking several steps toward properly promoting and funding programs that will improve sexual and reproductive health for young people across the country by passing and signing the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010. We commend you for following through with the elimination of funding for existing abstinence-only-until-marriage programs, funding more comprehensive approaches in Fiscal Year 2010, and placing the new teenage pregnancy prevention initiative under the newly funded Office of Adolescent Health (OAH) within the Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

After more than 25 years and more than $1.5 billion of wasteful spending on ineffective abstinence-only-until-marriage programs, we commend you for taking the opportunity to meet the needs of young people by eliminating funding for harmful abstinence-only-until-marriage programs and shifting resources to evidence-based and comprehensive approaches to sex education. By crafting a program that includes information about both abstinence and contraception, you are finally dedicating funding to programs that address the root issues that help teens make responsible decisions and keep them safe and healthy.  We are also grateful that the new teenage pregnancy prevention initiative was funded at the level of $114.5 million.

We are pleased that the final bill also places the new prevention initiative under the purview of the newly funded OAH. Directing that the program be a collaborative effort between HHS agencies including, but not limited to, the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will ensure that the new initiative will be invested in multiple agencies of HHS.  We fully support this inter-departmental approach and look forward to working with all agencies involved to ensure that this program has the public health frame it requires and that young people across the country have access to the information they need to make safe, healthy, and responsible decisions. In addition to the placement of the new teenage pregnancy prevention initiative within OAH, we look forward to the possibilities that the funding of OAH can bring and look forward to continuing to work with you so that the interrelated health needs of adolescents can finally be adequately addressed. 

The Administration and Congress acted in the best interest of young people by supporting public health and education policies that are comprehensive, rooted in the best science, and reflect mainstream values. However, we do think that by focusing the funding on teenage pregnancy prevention, and not including the equally important health issues of STIs and HIV, both the Administration and Congress missed an opportunity to provide true, comprehensive sex education that promotes healthy behaviors and relationships for all young people, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender youth. We are pleased with how far we came in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010 and look forward to continuing to work with you in the coming year to create the strongest possible initiative that will meet the needs of all young people and will be sustainable in the long term. 

 
If you would like any additional information, please do not hesitate to be in touch with Jen Heitel Yakush at the Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS) at (202) 265-2405 or Marcela Howell at Advocates for Youth at (202) 419-3420.

Sincerely, 

	Adelson Consulting Services, Inc. (Chelsea, MA)

	Advocates for Youth

	AIDS Action 

	AIDS Action Baltimore (Baltimore, MD)

	AIDS Alabama 

	AIDS Community Services of WNY, Inc. (Western New York State)

	AIDS Foundation of Chicago (Chicago, IL)

	AIDS Project Los Angeles (Los Angeles, CA)

	Alianza Latina, Inc. (Buffalo, NY)

	Alternatives to Marriage Project (Brooklyn, NY)

	American Association for Health Education 

	American Association of University Women (AAUW) 

	American Association on Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

	American Civil Liberties Union

	American College of Sexologists (San Francisco, CA)

	American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

	American Humanist Association 

	American Journal of Sexuality Education

	American Psychological Association

	American Public Health Association

	American Social Health Association 

	American Society for Reproductive Medicine 

	Answer

	Arizona Women’s Alliance

	Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (Akron, OH)

	Association of Reproductive Health Professionals (ARHP) 

	Aunt Betty’s Basement (Brooklyn, NY)

	Black Women’s Health Imperative

	Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center (Boulder County, CO)

	California Association of School Health Educators (CASHE) 

	California Council of Churches IMPACT

	California Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

	Campus Progress 

	Cascade AIDS Project (Portland, OR)

	Catholics for Choice 

	The Center for Family Life Education (New Jersey)

	Center for Inquiry 

	Center for Reproductive Rights 

	CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers 

	Coalition for Positive Sexuality 

	Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and Reproductive Rights (COLOR) 

	Colorado Organization on Adolescent, Pregnancy, Parenting, and Prevention (COAPPP) 

	Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP) 

	Concord Feminist Health Center (Concord, NH)

	Cook County Department of Public Health (Oak Park, IL)

	Family Equality Council 

	Family Planning Council (Philadelphia, PA)

	Feminist Majority Foundation 

	Florida Federation of Business & Professional Women, Inc. (BPW/FL) 

	Floyd County Teen Center/Northwest Georgia Public Health (Rome, GA)

	FutureNet (Iowa)

	Gay Men’s Health Crisis (New York, NY)

	Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

	Georgia Parents for Responsible Health Education (Atlanta, GA)

	Girls Inc.

	Girls Inc. of Alameda County (San Leandro, CA)

	Girls Inc. of Dothan (Dothan, AL)

	Girls Inc. of Greater Austin (Austin, TX)

	Girls Inc. of Greater Santa Barbara (Greater Santa Barbara, CA)

	Girls Inc. of Holyoke (Holyoke, MA)

	Girls Inc. of New York City (New York, NY)

	Girls Inc. of Northwest Oregon (Portland, OR)

	Girls Inc. of Santa Fe (Santa Fe, NM)

	Girls Inc. of Southwest Hampton Roads (Portsmouth, VA)

	Girls Inc. of the Greater Peninsula (Hampton, VA)

	Girls Inc. of the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area (Washington, DC)

	Harlem United Community AIDS Center (New York, NY)

	HealthHIV (Washington, DC)

	The Healthy Colorado Youth Alliance 

	Healthy Kids Rhode Island 

	Healthy Teens Campaign (Florida)

	Healthy Teens Connecticut Coalition

	HiTOPS (Princeton, NJ)

	HIV Law Project (New York, NY)

	HIV Medicine Association (Arlington, VA)

	HIVictorious, Inc. (Madison, WI)

	Housing Works

	Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health 

	Institute for Advanced Study of Human Sexuality (San Francisco, CA)

	International Federation of Black Prides, Inc.

	International Women’s Health Coalition

	Internet Interventions, Inc. (Chelsea, MA)

	Jane Fonda Center (Atlanta, GA)

	Journeyworks Publishing (Santa Cruz, CA)

	Latino Commission on AIDS

	The League of Young Voters 

	Lifelong AIDS Alliance (Seattle, WA)

	Mary Wohlford Foundation (San Francisco, CA)

	Massachusetts Alliance on Teen Pregnancy 

	Metro TeenAIDS (Washington, DC)

	Metropolitan Latino AIDS Coalition (Maryland, Washington, DC, and Virginia)

	Minnesota AIDS Project 

	MN Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MNCASA) 

	Morris County (NJ) National Organization for Women

	National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors

	National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum 

	National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)

	National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health 

	National Association of People with AIDS 

	National Center for Transgender Equality

	National Coalition for LGBT Health 

	National Coalition of STD Directors (NCSD) 

	National Council of Jewish Women 

	National Council of Jewish Women Texas State Public Affairs 

	National Council of Jewish Women, California 

	National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association

	National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

	National Health Law Program

	National Institute for Reproductive Health

	National Latina Health Network 

	National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health

	National Minority AIDS Council

	National Organization for Women, San Gabriel Valley/Whittier Chapter (Valinda, CA)

	National Partnership for Women & Families 

	National Sexuality Resource Center

	National Women’s Law Center

	National Women’s Health Network 

	Nevada County Citizens for Choice, Inc. (Nevada County, CA)

	New Jersey Chapter Sierra Club 

	New Prospect Family Praise and Worship Center (Washington, DC)

	NM Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 

	NYU School of Medicine (New York, NY)

	Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) National 

	Pennsylvania Coalition to Prevent Teen Pregnancy

	People For the American Way 

	People’s Network of Baltimore and Atlanta (Baltimore, MD and Atlanta, GA)

	Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health

	Planned Parenthood Federation of America 

	Pro-Choice Public Education Project (PEP)

	Project Inform (San Francisco, CA)

	Proud & Pretty in Pink (San Bernadino County, CA)

	PWA Coalition of Dallas, Inc./AIDS Services of Dallas (Dallas, TX) 

	Religious Institute 

	Rock the Vote

	Rush University Medical Center Adolescent Clinic (Evergreen Park, IL)

	Secular Coalition for America 

	Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS)

	Society for Public Health Education 

	STOP AIDS Project

	Summit Medical (Hartford, CT)

	TeenNow California 

	Transgender Law Center (San Francisco, CA)

	Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

	United Church of Christ 

	Victory Programs, Inc. (Boston, MA)

	Village Care of New York 

	Widener University Graduate Programs in Human Sexuality (Chester, PA)

	Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health

	Wisconsin Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association

	Wisconsin Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 

	Wisconsin Women’s Network 

	Women’s Medical Fund, Inc. (Wisconsin)

	Woodhull Freedom Foundation 

	Young Democrats of America 

	YWCA Dayton (Dayton, OH)

	YWCA of Minneapolis (Minneapolis, MN)
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