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September 7, 2010

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator:

We are writing to urge you to oppose Senator Johanns’ amendment (No. 4596) to the Small
Business Jobs and Credit Act because it would eliminate funding for the Prevention and Public
Health Fund in the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Prevention and Public Health Fund provides a
much needed and stable funding stream for prevention and public health which will improve public
health and restrain health care costs.

Preventing tobacco use is just one goal of the Prevention Fund but it is a good example of the
wisdom and cost effectiveness of investing in prevention. Tobacco use takes a devastating toll on
our nation’s health and economy. Tobacco-related disease causes more than 400,000 deaths and
$96 billion in health care costs each year. More than 43 million Americans currently use tobacco
products. Fortunately, there are proven ways to prevent and reduce tobacco use. Research has
demonstrated that public education campaigns, cessation services and state and community-based
tobacco prevention programs have proven to be effective at reducing tobacco use and produce
substantial health care cost savings over the long term.

In California, adult smoking rates were reduced by 35 percent (from 22.7 percent in 1988 to 13.8
percent in 2007) after implementation of its Tobacco Control Program, saving an estimated $86
billion in personal health care costs between 1989 and 2004. Other states with well-funded tobacco
control programs, such as Maine and Washington, have also successfully reduced their smoking
rates. Since Maine implemented its comprehensive tobacco control program in 1997, smoking
among Maine’s high school students has declined a dramatic 54 percent, falling from 39.2 percent
in 1997 to 18.1 percent in 2009. Prior to launching its comprehensive tobacco control program,
Maine had one of the highest youth smoking rates in the country. Washington state has cut adult
smoking by about a third and youth smoking by half since its program began in 2000. While



tobacco prevention programs work, they have been chronically underfunded. Only one state funds
these programs at the level recommended by the CDC, and taken together, states are spending less
than 20 percent of what the CDC recommends for these programs.  The Prevention and Public
Health Fund will help states and communities expand these proven and effective programs.

Already Fiscal Year 2010 funds from the Prevention and Public Health Fund have been allocated to
tobacco prevention and cessation programs across the country and with these funds every state will
be able to expand efforts to motivate smokers to quit. In addition, the Senate Appropriations
Committee has approved an additional $15 million in Fiscal Year 2011 for state tobacco quitlines
which would result in an estimated 30,000 additional quitters. In addition to saving lives, research
on higher lifetime healthcare costs of smokers versus quitters indicates that the long-term cost
savings from these additional quitters could be at least $9,500 per quitter, producing long-term cost
savings of $285 million. In addition, research indicates that the reduction in the number of smokers
will result in immediate savings of hundreds of dollars per quitter from averted heart attacks, high
risk births and other medical emergencies.

The Prevention and Public Health Fund provides an opportunity to invest in proven interventions
that will save lives and reduce health care costs. Again, we urge you to oppose the Johanns

amendment because it would eliminate the Prevention and Public Health Fund.

Sincerely,
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