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May 20, 2009
The Honorable Tom Harkin

731 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Harkin: 

On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), thank you for introducing the Preventive Medicine and Public Health Training Act.  From my own experience as a local health officer, and now from the perspective of my current position, I know how difficult it can be to find physicians properly prepared for public health practice work, not to mention work in governmental public health practice specifically at the local level of government.

 

 This challenge has become even more difficult to surmount as work to improve the public's health has expanded to include greater involvement in emergency preparedness, advocacy, influencing the social determinants of health as well as the more traditional  aspects of public health  practice such as areas of clinical practice, regulatory activity, health assessment, and environmental health.  

 Further, as a result of current and pending retirements and the nation's recession, workforce shortages overall are projected to get worse, not better.  In its 2005 Profile of Local Health Departments, NACCHO found that 20% of the staff would be retiring within the 59% of local health departments (LHDs) surveyed that had determined when their employees would be eligible for retirement.  In addition, 64% of LHD top executives surveyed were older than age 50.  

Clearly there is a crisis brewing which a residency training program can help address as one part of a more comprehensive strategy. Thank you again for your support of this important issue.
Sincerely,
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Robert M. Pestronk
Executive Director
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