Res. 04-1-

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT HEALTHY INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY

WHEREAS, the GATS (Generd Agreement on Trade Services), the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and smilar trade agreements have placed economic and financid
interests above hedlth and have preempted a wide range of US laws, rules, policies and programs
that protect or enhance the public’s hedlth and safety; including those related to tobacco control,
the environment, food safety, and occupationa safety and hedlth; the affordability of vitd human
services, and the integrity of the ecosystem’; and

WHEREAS, the process for negotiations for these agreements (including the current Free Trade
Areaof the Americas (FTAA) and others under negotiation) does not clearly prioritize the
public's hedth and fails to incdlude input from the public hedth and environmental community;

and

WHEREAS, the World Trade Organization, based on these trade agreements, has overturned
government decisions that protect the environment and public hedlth but conflict with anation’s
trade interests;” and

WHEREAS, such actions resulting from these trade agreements can have a direct impact on
public health services and the ability to protect and improve the public's hedth at the local leve;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nationa Association of County and City Hedlth
Officials (NACCHO) advocate for palicies, programs, and communication strategies that ensure
that the public’s hedth is not compromised in the pursuit of economic interests; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports an assessment of the impact of GATS,
the FTAA and smilar agreements on the public’s health, and, based on such assessments,

supports modifications ensuring that these agreements do not have an adverse impact on the
public’'s hedth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports the exclusion of vital hedth and
human services, such as persona health and public hedlth services, and the excluson of critica
natural public resources such as safe food and water, clean air, and rdliable energy, from trade
negotiations and chalenge under these agreements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports beneficid trade controls on toxic
chemicals and substances, and other trade policies designed to minimize environmenta risk; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports the inclusion of public heath
representatives in the negotiating process as well as trangparency and accountability at al levels
of trade negotiations. Specificaly, NACCHO supports appropriate representation on agppointed
trade tribunals and in al trade negotiations to ensure that regulatory protections and the
enforcement of standards regarding hedlth, vita human services, and the environment enacted by
Congress, state, regiond, or local hedlth authority, are not compromised.
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