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STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 

Support for and Implementation of the Recommendations of the World Health Organization 

Commission on Social Determinants of Health Report:  

Closing the Gap in a Generation: Health Equity through Action on the Social Determinants of Health  

 

Policy  
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) supports the recommendations of the 

World Health Organization Commission on Social Determinants of Health report Closing the Gap in a 

Generation: Health Equity through Action on the Social Determinants of Health
 
and their implementation.
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Justification 

Inequities in the distribution of disease, illness, and death continue to increase and pose a threat to the nation.
2  

Since the time of Rudolph Virchow, a founder of social medicine in the 1840s, the social, political, and 

economic origins of illness have been well documented and undeniable.
3
 A strong evidence base indicates that 

social and economic inequality and an embedded structure of inequality, based on racism, class structure, and 

gender discrimination negatively influence health outcomes and life chances.
4 

An important vehicle and 

opportunity for organizing and engaging others to act on the root causes of health inequity is the 

recommendations of the 2008 Report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health of the World Health 

Organization, Closing the Gap in a Generation. The report provides a comprehensive marshalling of evidence 

“on what can be done to promote health equity and to foster a global movement to achieve it.” Their focus, as 

does NACCHO’s, explores the role of the economic and political system in producing health inequity, based on 

“a holistic view of social determinants of health.”
5
 Core recommendations include (1) improving daily living 

conditions; (2) tackling the inequitable distribution of power, money, and resources; and (3) measuring and 

understanding the problem and assessing the impact of action. By basing a campaign on this highly respected 

report that provides the grounds for action and specific action steps, NACCHO will be able to build momentum 

for change on all levels in seeking to eliminate health inequities. 
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