
 
Res. 98-06 

 
RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PUBLIC HEALTH PRINCIPLES AND GUIDANCE FOR 
BROWNFIELDS POLICIES AND PRACTICES 

 
 

WHEREAS, communities across the country, with the support of all levels of government, are 
moving rapidly to redevelop abandoned or underused properties (brownfields), which may be 
contaminated by toxic or hazardous substances; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency has identified over 600,000 such sites 
(which contribute to urban decay as eyesores and nuisances, sites for potential dumping and 
future health risks, and lower quality of life) nationally, most located in economically distressed 
urban areas1 and approximately 30 percent of these properties are contaminated2; and 

  
WHEREAS, appropriate attention is not being given to assuring that health risks are being 
addressed as part of the development process;3 and 
 
WHEREAS, the health of the public is intimately linked to economic prosperity and economic 
development, and such development may potentially affects public health, positively or 
negatively,4 and  

 
WHEREAS, the precautionary principle states, “When an activity raises threats of harm to 
human health or the environment, precautionary measures should be taken, even if some cause 
and effect relationships are not fully established scientifically. In this context, the proponent of 
an activity, rather than the public, should bear the burden of proof.….The process of applying 
[this principle] must be open, informed and democratic and must include potentially affected 
parties. It must involve an examination of the full range of alternatives, including no action.”5 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of County and City Health 
Officials encourages the development of a permanent process for integrating the work of public 
health, into zoning, land use and other activities related to redevelopment in coordination with 
relevant agencies; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports the development of policies that 
address social injustices, which contribute to the disproportionate burden of disease, such as 
unjust zoning and land use laws and practices; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO supports land use and development policies 
that do not lead to urban sprawl or the displacement of populations that leads to the decay and 
destabilization of communities and concomitant stresses that create health problems6; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NACCHO advocates that health and planning agencies 
ensure affected community residents early, sustained, and effective participation in all stages of 
brownfields decision-making and that mechanisms are available to assist in making this possible 



(e.g., through implementation of its Assessment to Action and/or Protocol for Assessing 
Community Excellence in Environmental Health guidebooks)7; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local health agency leadership should build the capacity of 
the community to participate by providing technical assistance, training, advisory groups and 
other support to ensure effective participation; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local public health agencies ensure that contamination is 
cleaned to appropriate health standards and does not threaten public health; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the future uses of a property do not include facilities or 
activities that will lead to new health problems. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local public health agencies actively incorporate 
NACCHO’s Public Health Principles and Guidance for Brownfields Policies and Practices8 in 
their everyday work. 
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