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Policy

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) supports legislation in
all states that makes seat belt use laws subject to primary enforcement, which allow police to stop
vehicles solely for seatbelt law violations. NACCHO urges state legislatures to enact such
legislation. NACCHO encourages local public health officials to work with law enforcement
agencies, the medical community, and others to educate the public about the benefits of seatbelts.

Justification

Motor vehicle injuries are the leading cause of all unintentional injury related deaths and are the
leading cause of death for persons between the age of 1 and 34. More than 38,000 people in the
United States died and approximately 1.8 million were injured in motor vehicle crashes in 2004."

Seat belts are the single most effective safety device in preventing serious injury and death in
motor vehicle crashes. When used properly, seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury to front seat
passengers by 45 percent and the risk of moderate to severe injury by 50 percent.”

Studies have found that states that pass a primary seat belt law increase average seat belt usage by
nine to 14 percentage points.’ The increase is especially pronounced among teen drivers, who are
the most likely to be involved in crashes and the least likely to wear seat belts.”

Despite the evidence about the effectiveness of seat belts to reduce injuries and fatalities and the
passage of primary seat belts laws to increase seat belt usage, 28 states still have secondary seat
belt enforcement laws. One state, New Hampshire, does not have a seat belt law covering
motorists over the age of 17.
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