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STATEMENT OF POLICY

 Changes to the medicaid Program
Policy

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) encourages local health officials to remain aware of and contribute to the planning and discussion surrounding proposed changes to the Medicaid program.  NACCHO advocates for Medicaid program policy that promotes and ensures access to appropriate preventive services, medical, long-term and mental healthcare for low income families, children, pregnant women, elderly and disabled adults in a manner that will increase positive health outcomes and improve the health status of these populations. 
Justification

Medicaid is the nation’s largest source of health care coverage for low-income Americans, covering approximately 55 million American citizens, of which women and children comprise the majority1. Nearly 19 million women make up approximately 70 percent of Medicaid’s adult beneficiaries. With the passage of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA), states gained substantial new authority to make changes to their Medicaid programs, including changes in benefits and cost-sharing. Further, states are continuing to make major program changes through Medicaid waivers.  Many of the recent changes affect health care coverage for low income pregnancy-related services. Under the DRA, states can also provide more limited benefits to some Medicaid beneficiaries, which may result in women no longer being covered for important services such as family planning, mental health, or rehabilitation services.2

Medicaid reform will affect public health services. The public health system is in such a state of change and the funding issues have not been adequately addressed in a long time. Many local health departments, as gatekeepers of Medicaid enrollment and the primary providers of services for those who qualify, will be among the first to experience the impact of any changes to the health insurance program. 
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1 The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation.  Total Medicaid Enrollment, FY2003. Downloaded from http://www.statehealthfacts.org/cgi-bin/healthfacts.cgi?action=compare&category=Medicaid+%26+SCHIP&subcategory=Medicaid+Enrollment&topic=Total+Medicaid+Enrollment%2c+FY2003 on December 7, 2006.

2 The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. Fact Sheet: Medicaid’s Role for Women, Washington D.C. May 2006.
