HMA Report 
Sample Letter to the Editor 
By [Name], [Title], (City/County, ST]
I am proud to work for the [Name of local health department], and contribute everyday to promoting health and preventing disease in our community. As a public health official, I strongly believe that any health reform legislation passed by Congress should include a dedicated and sustainable source of federal funding, insulated from the budget cuts that accompany economic slowdowns and ongoing political battle, to secure the vital activities of state and local public health departments. 
America’s local health departments are bedrock in the health care system. Local health departments protect the water we drink, the food we eat, and the air we breathe. In [Your County/ City], we detect, stop, and immunize against outbreaks of disease, and help create and maintain conditions in communities that support individuals and families to make healthier choices in such areas as diet, exercise, and tobacco use. 

Unfortunately, in these challenging times of diminishing resources and increasing demand for public health services, particularly those associated with this year’s H1N1influenza season, local health departments have had to cut staff and vital services that individuals and families in our community expect and deserve.
This week, Health Management Associates, an independent research group funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, released a report that makes a strong case for funding public health and supports what is already contained in both the Senate and House health reform bills -- establishing a prevention and public health investment fund and workforce provisions to help increase the number of skilled public health professionals, of which there is a serious shortage. These provisions would enable local health departments to prevent disease and keep people healthy, in ways that health insurers and medical providers cannot. 

[Your City/County] stands with communities across America, ready to partner with the federal government to make good health the default option for everyone, and fulfill the ultimate promise of health reform – a healthier America.
