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National Prevention Strategy Unveiled
On June 16, Surgeon General Regina Benjamin released the first-ever National Prevention Strategy (NPS), developed by the National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council. The Council was created by the Affordable Care Act and is comprised of the heads of 17 federal departments and agencies, including the Secretaries of Health and Human Services, Agriculture, Labor, Education and Transportation and the Director of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Oxiris Barbot, MD, Baltimore Health Commissioner, represented NACCHO on a stakeholder panel at the release of the NPS highlighting the lessons that local health departments (LHDs) offer about working across sectors to improve health. 

The National Prevention Strategy’s overarching goal is to increase the number of Americans who are healthy at every stage of life. The Strategic Directions within the Strategy are the following: 
Healthy and Safe Community Environments: Create, sustain, and recognize communities that promote health and wellness through prevention; 
Clinical and Community Preventive Services: Ensure that prevention-focused health care and community prevention efforts are available, integrated, and mutually reinforcing; 
Empowered People: Support people in making healthy choices and 
Elimination of Health Disparities: Eliminate disparities, improving the quality of life for all Americans.

Federal Funding Update
NACCHO members and staff continued their efforts in the past month to advocate with Congress and the Administration for the importance of funding programs that support public health and local health departments. It is a particularly challenging budget environment and we expect the FY12 Appropriations process to be just as difficult and potentially drawn-out as the previous year. In the House of Representatives, drastic cuts are being proposed as appropriations bills are passed (Agriculture, Homeland Security.) Action on the House Labor, Health and Human Services and Education appropriations bill is scheduled for late July/early August.  The Senate has yet to move forward on the FY12 funding bills as the Senate has yet to pass a budget resolution. Knowing the difficulty of getting sufficient votes, Senate Budget Committee Chairman Kent Conrad (D-ND) awaits a deal on deficit reduction between the White House and Congressional leaders before moving forward.

FY11 Funding Update
[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK8]Now that FY11 Operating Plans are complete for Health and Human Services (HHS) agencies, funding announcements are being made on a continual basis.  Community Transformation Grants, funded by the Prevention and Public Health Fund were announced with Letters of Intent due on June 6.  HHS also announced competitive grants for states to enhance maternal, infant, and early childhood home visitation programs through the Affordable Care Act due July 1. All 50 states, Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, and the District of Columbia can apply for one of two grant categories - "expansion grants" and "development grants." 

On June 7, HHS announced the availability of the availability of approximately $40 million to strengthen and better coordinate activities within state and territorial health departments aimed at preventing chronic diseases and promoting health. Created by the Affordable Care Act, this initiative targets the nation’s five leading chronic disease-related causes of death and disability: heart disease, cancer, stroke, diabetes, and arthritis. Applications are due July 22.

In addition, NACCHO wants to bring to your attention an issue of particular concern to state health departments.  In FY11, the Preventive Health and Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant was cut by $20 million or 20%. The entire cut will be absorbed in the fourth quarter, resulting in very small awards to states for July, August and September. The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is surveying PHHS coordinators to assess how states currently use funds and how states plan to manage the cut so late in the year.  NACCHO hopes to learn from the survey results about how much of this funding is distributed to local health departments. 

FY12 Funding Update
NACCHO Government Affairs staff have met with almost all of the Member offices of the House and Senate that sit on the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations and Agriculture-Rural Development-Food and Drug Administration Appropriations subcommittees regarding FY12 funding.  Staff have also followed up with emails reiterating our priorities and sharing report language we would like included in the Committee Report that accompanies the Labor-HHS spending bill. NACCHO is also participating in Coalition meetings on the Prevention and Public Health Fund, chronic disease prevention funding, CDC funding overall, and public health funding overall. NACCHO staff also continue to urge appropriators to hold the line on cuts to preparedness funding in the FY12 funding cycle. On June 6, NACCHO sent a joint letter with 18 SACCHOs to the Senate regarding public health emergency preparedness funding.

Labor-HHS-Education:
The Labor-HHS allocation for FY12 is $139 billion, which is $18 billion (13%) less than current levels and would roll overall funding for the Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill back to the FY 2004 level. The cuts to Labor-HHS will be deeper when taking into account the expected shortfall for Pell Grants. House appropriators are expected to use this bill as a vehicle to block funding for the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  It is uncertain at this point if they will include funding for the Prevention and Public Health Fund to backfill cuts to CDC or other agencies.  

The House Labor-HHS Subcommittee is scheduled to mark up their bill on July 26, with a full committee mark up on August 2.  The Senate process is not known at press time.

Agriculture-Rural Development-Food and Drug Administration:
The House of Representatives has approved its FY12 Ag-Rural Development-FDA appropriations bill, H.R. 2112. The bill cuts FDA’s budget authority by $285 million, an 11.5% cut from FY 2011.  The cut of $285 million is accompanied by a $288 million increase in user fees. The fees are to support a specific and narrow set of activities, such as nearly $500 million in total for the tobacco center. The bill also cuts the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program by $685 million on top of the $532 million cut in FY11.  WIC was initially cut by $832 million but $147 million was restored through an amendment offered by Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT).  NACCHO weighed-in with opposition to the cuts in a joint letter with ASTHO and a number of their affiliate organizations.  
The bill directs the Department of Agriculture to abandon the first new nutritional standards in 15 years proposed for school breakfasts and lunches. Republican appropriators say meals containing more fruits and vegetables, whole grains and low-fat dairy will cost an additional $7 billion over five years — money they say the country can ill afford in difficult economic times. The committee also directed the USDA to scale back participation in an effort to develop voluntary guidelines for companies that market food to children and to exempt grocery and convenience stores and other businesses from regulations set to take effect next year requiring that calorie information be displayed. The Senate is not expected to follow suit in its bill.
NACCHO signed on to a coalition letter circulated by Trust for America’s Health objecting to the approach taken in the USDA funding bill as detrimental to public health.
NACCHO letters to Congress can be found here.  
Homeland Security:
On June 2, the House passed the FY12 Homeland Security appropriations bill, H.R. 2017, including $40.59 billion in discretionary funding for the Homeland Security department, which is approximately almost a 3% cut from the current funding level. The legislation cuts first responder grants by almost 60% from its FY2011 level, which would impact many state and local programs, and includes substantial cuts to firefighter assistance grants. It also seeks to restructure how FEMA grants are awarded, placing priority on programs associated with emergencies deemed to be of the highest risk.

Deficit Reduction Efforts Continue
The Treasury Department estimates that the debt ceiling must be raised by August 2 to avoid default on government loans. Republicans have pledged not to support an increase in the debt ceiling unless substantial spending cuts are included. As expected, the House May 31 rejected a proposal to raise the nation's debt limit without any accompanying spending cuts. The symbolic vote was intended to demonstrate that legislation to raise the debt ceiling must be accompanied by spending cuts if it is to pass the House.

Vice President Biden is conducting negotiations with House and Senate Leadership to come to agreement on a deficit reduction plan that will begin in FY12. Biden is attempting to find agreement on savings through cuts to mandatory and discretionary programs of at least $1 trillion. Whether or not to include as part of that mix the raising of revenue through taxes remains a sticking point. Senate Republicans said on June 7 that they are seeking $2.4 trillion in spending cuts over a 10+ year period to accompany a commensurate $2.4 trillion increase in the debt limit.  It is likely these negotiations will continue right up to the deadline.

Health Reform Implementation
The House of Representatives continues its efforts to make changes to select provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. On May 25, the House voted to convert the mandatory appropriation for the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)’s Teaching Health Center (THC) program to a discretionary, annually appropriated item. The bill (H.R. 1216) would rescind unobligated funds from the $230 million provided over 5 years through the Affordable Care Act for payments to community health centers and other community-based, ambulatory patient care centers that operate primary care residencies. The Senate is not expected to pass the bill.


