Haiti Updates for Public Health Professionals 

As Haiti begins to regroup after the effects of the devastating earthquake, we’ll be maintaining a list of resources of particular interest to public health professionals with regular updates as well as information on public health risks and needs in the country. When available, we will also post volunteer opportunities for individuals with public health skill sets. We plan to update this post and our twitter feed (http://twitter.com/RWJF_PubHealth) regularly. 

Up to date information is still on the home pages of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, www.hhs.gov/haiti and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov. Additional useful news sources include The White House (http://www.whitehouse.gov/HaitiEarthquake), the U.S. Agency for International Development (http://www.usaid.gov/locations/latin_america_caribbean/country/haiti/eq/
Reliefweb http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI&rc=2, administered by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, (OCHA), UN Dispatch (www.undispatch.com) and the Center for Disaster Information http://www.cidi.org/incident/haiti-10a/. 

Don’t Book a Ticket to Haiti Just Yet 

While many in public health are poised to head to Haiti immediately, the CDC, as well as the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) are urging prospective volunteers to wait until the situation is more stable and volunteers needs are better known,  and requested. Read this note from the American Public Health Association: Volunteer opportunities in disaster settings are extremely rare, and are usually limited to people with prior disaster experience and technical skills such as health and engineering or from other specialized fields. To register your skills and experience for a possible volunteer opportunity, go to the CIDI’s registration page at http://www.cidi.org/reg_off.htm. 

Want to Volunteer? Prepare Now 

If you’re considering a volunteer opportunity in Haiti when requests are made,  log into an archived preparation webinar offered on January 16th by the American Medical Association, APHA and other groups at https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/playback/Playback.do?id=dw8ynh. Also, read this guidance document from NACCHO: http://www.naccho.org/communications/upload/Guidance_Haiti_Relief_Workers_16Jan10.doc and this information from the CDC on public health priorities after an earthquake: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/earthquakes/healthconcerns_haiti.asp
Both NACCHO and ASTHO plan to  post volunteer updates on their home pages: www.naccho.org, www.astho.org. 

 

