On December 11-12, 2006, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), public health, government and community leaders from education, business, faith communities, and civic groups are meeting to explore strategies and potential community control measures to reduce the impact of pandemic influenza in the United States.  

Given what public health understands about the impact of disease and the availability of vaccine and other drugs, participants will discuss action steps to take if it were confirmed that pandemic influenza was underway.  These include:

· social distancing strategies that involve reducing contact with other people including closing schools and canceling public gatherings; 

· planning for liberal work leave policies and teleworking strategies; 

· voluntary isolation of cases, and

· voluntary quarantine of household contacts.

Below are talking points about the meeting provided by CDC.
Talking Points





Stakeholders Meeting – Community Mitigation during a Pandemic 

December 11-12, 2006, Atlanta, GA

Key messages:

· Slowing the spread of pandemic flu through the early use of multiple community-level mitigation actions may buy time, reduce illness and save lives.
· Planning for the larger, societal impacts of an influenza pandemic is one part of overall pandemic preparedness efforts. Vaccine development, planning for healthcare surge, and developing strategies to reduce transmission of disease, are all vitally important to pandemic preparedness. 

· Pandemic flu vaccine development will take months; in the meantime simple public health measures which decrease contact between sick and well people may save lives if used early and effectively

· We realize the seriousness of closing schools, and the economic concerns provoked by asking businesses to prepare employees for tele-working or staying home when they are ill.  Any recommended strategies will be carefully weighed and matched to the severity of the pandemic.

· This meeting brings together over 200 stakeholders to share opinions that will guide the development of federal guidance on community mitigation strategies.  This is not a decision-making meeting. The next step is digesting all of the opinions and suggestions expressed and developing federal guidance on the potential use, selection and timing of community-level actions that reduce illness, suffering and death from pandemic influenza.

Other key items of note:

· Preliminary results of a historical review of pandemic mitigation efforts used in 30 U.S. cities (45 cities will be examined total) during the severe 1918 pandemic strongly suggests U.S. cities that enacted school closures and cancelled public gatherings early saw the greatest benefit. Less people became ill and died than in cities that enacted the same measures once disease was well established or rampant in the community.  

· Mathematical modeling of a pandemic and the consequences of mitigation activities also suggests acting early, and with a combination of tactics, can decrease the number of people who become ill or die

· A national survey conducted by the Harvard School of Public Health found that when faced with a serious outbreak of pandemic flu, nine out of ten Americans say they would stay at home away from other people if they had pandemic flu.

· We have consulted with more than 20 key public health partners, including the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), and representatives of state and large city health departments. 

· Public engagement projects conducted in 5 cities in different parts of the US found overwhelming support for and a significant willingness to cooperate with mitigation strategies 

· CDC is funding $5.2M in research cooperative agreements to study non-pharmaceutical interventions and influenza transmission and prevention strategies

· Input from ethicists and the legal community have been sought as well as education, business, civic organizations and faith-based communities

· The Institute of Medicine (IOM) is currently reviewing scientific and modeling data and we expect the report imminently

For more information about this meeting, visit http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/a061207.htm.

