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Preventing the Flu

Johnson County, KS Health Department Employs AMC Theaters 
to Get Flu Message Out
Seasonal flu follows predictable seasonal patterns: usually in winter and in temperate climates. Typically healthy adults are not at risk for serious complications because they have some immunity built up.  It is young people and the elderly who we worry about, as well as people with some chronic underlying conditions.  The CDC tells us that approximately 36,000 people die every year from the flu, and many thousands more suffer through the flu symptoms of fever, cough, runny nose and muscle pain.
So, how do you reach a large amount of people about getting a flu shot in a short amount of time?  Take your message to the movies!
In an effort to engage our community to take personal responsibility this year in preventing the spread of seasonal influenza, the Johnson County Health Department in Kansas has contracted with AMC Theaters in the greater Johnson County area to run over 1,000 advertisements monthly during the movie previews and before the feature film, on the importance of getting your flu shot this season.

The 15-second ad offers a huge impact on a 40 foot screen.  Our ad targets the audience both demographically and geographically with images and pictures that captures the viewer’s attention.  It lets people know that everyone in the community is susceptible to influenza, but that children and the elderly are especially at risk, so it is essential to get an annual flu shot. 
The advertisement is currently running at the AMC Studio 30 in Olathe, KS, and Town Center 20 in Overland Park, KS where the combined average monthly attendance is more than 250,000 people.
The Johnson County Health Department serves a county population of over 510,000 citizens.  It consists of five Divisions, Family Health Services, Adult/Child Care Facilities, Disease Containment, Health Education and Administrative Services. 
The Health Department is dedicated to the prevention of disease and promotion of wellness for our community.  Diverse, comprehensive services are provided including prenatal care, WIC, health screening clinics for children and adults, HIV testing and counseling, sexually transmitted disease services, immunizations, disease investigation, emergency preparedness, adult and child care facilities compliance monitoring and education on a variety of preventative health topics.  The Johnson County Board Of County Commissioners serves as the Board of Health.

	
	


