Res. 03-05
RESOLUTION CONCERNING CHANGESTO THE MEDICAID PROGRAM

WHEREAS, Medicad isthe nation’s largest source of hedlth care coverage for low-income
Americans, covering gpproximately 44 million American citizens, of which women and children
comprise the mgority; and

WHEREAS, approximately 30 percent of Medicaid-digible women and children are il
uninsured; and

WHEREAS, proposed changes to Medicaid could potentialy limit the number of digible
enrollees, diminate services such as the State Children Hedlth Insurance Program (SCHIP) and
Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) for children, and limit
assistance to families with children with specid hedth care needs who would not traditionaly
qualify for insurance under federal mandates; and

WHEREAS, hedth programs, such asthe Nationa Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program (NBCCEDP), depend on Medicaid funds to provide necessary heslth care services for
disproportionately affected, underinsured, and uninsured individuals who are otherwise

indigible; and

WHEREAS, many loca public hedth agencies (LPHAS) will be among the first to experience
the impact of any changes to the health insurance program as gatekeepers of Medicaid
enrollment and the primary providers of servicesfor those who qudify.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Association of County and City Hedlth
Officds (NACCHO) encourages local hedth officidsto remain aware of and contribute to the
planning and discusson surrounding proposed changes to the Medicaid program; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED that NACCHO advocates for Medicaid program policy that
promotes and ensures access to medicd and long-term care for low income families, children,
pregnant women, and elderly and disabled adultsin amanner that will increase poditive hedlth
outcomes and improve the hedlth status of these populations.
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