04-03
STATEMENT OF POLICY

SUPPORT FOR UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE 

Policy

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) encourages local health officials to support comprehensive universal health care coverage that includes, but is not necessarily limited to, preventive services and health education, access to primary care, chronic disease care, mental health care, oral health care, and vision and hearing services. NACCHO supports health coverage that ensures access to health care regardless of income, age, employment or health status in a manner that will increase positive health outcomes and improve the health status and health equity of all persons.   

Justification

The mission of public health is “to fulfill society’s interest in assuring conditions in which people can be healthy,” as stated in NACCHO’s Resolution on Human Rights; 1 and a healthy workforce is important for the social, economic, and cultural environment of a productive nation. In 2005, 46.6 million Americans were without health insurance, and this number rises each year.2 Additionally, the percentage of Americans with employer-based insurance is declining.3  Ample evidence suggests that having health insurance increases access to care and improves health status; 4 and lack of health insurance accounts for 18,000 preventable deaths annually.5 Rates of uninsured vary disproportionately according to income, race/ethnicity and gender; 6 and the increasing trend in lack of access to health care due to financial barriers2 is compounded by the facts health insurance premiums have risen approximately eight percent annually (1996-2005)7, and the annual American average out-of-pocket health care expenditure has increased from $533 in 1994 to $788 in 2004.8  The United States, while spending more per capita on health expenditures and 16 percent of its GDP, ranks lowest in safety, patient-centeredness, efficiency and equity, compared to Australia, Canada, Germany, New Zealand and the United Kingdom.9,10  
Note: See related NACCHO Resolution 01-10, Resolution on Human Rights.
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