For Immediate Release:

Contact: XXXX XXXX, tel.XXX-XXX-XXX

Email: xxxxx@localhealthdept.org
Community Health Status Indicators Provide Detailed Picture of XXXXX County  Residents’ Health: Reports Offer Health Professionals and Community Leaders a Tool for Building Healthier Communities
According to a new Web site developed and supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HRSA), XXX County’s ###,### residents, who average ## years and a have median household income of $##,###, experience an  infant mortality rate of ###, which puts us in the upper/lower ##% in the nation, and  similar/higher/lower to/than the average for county’s with a comparable demographic. We are ## percent more/less likely than those in the rest of the nation to have a chronic condition that limits our ability to work. And we can expect our public health system to deal with ## new cases of TB in the coming year.  
 
The Web site, developed as part of HRSA’s Community Health Indicators Project (CHSI), makes widely available and easily accessible detailed health and demographic information about each of the nation’s 3,141 counties. County-level reports measure each county against national averages, other counties with similar demographics and Healthy People 2010 targets. Taken as a whole, the site provides the most detailed picture of health at the county level publicly available and is an invaluable resource for public health departments, policymakers and community advocates.
For XXX County’s ## public health professionals who work on the front lines protecting the health and promoting the safety of our community this new set of reports represents a valuable tool for planning and implementing programs and evaluating current efforts to address the most pressing health issues facing our community. It not only allows an unprecedented look at the health of XXX County, but provides a number of benchmarks against which the county can be measured and a glimpse at the issues that jurisdictions with similar characteristics are facing.
 “The Community Health Status Indicators Project provides a powerful tool for public health planning,” said Patrick Libbey, executive director of the National Association of County and City Health Officials, an organization that represents local health departments across the country and a co-sponsor of CHSIP. “Making this information publicly available and easily accessible encourages collaboration within the community and among similarly situated counties. It promotes accountability for public health professionals and elected officials alike.”
XXXXXX, [Job Title] with the XXXXX County Health Department, echoes this assessment. “This tool provides us with information that is invaluable for implementing basic services and planning for public health emergencies in XXXXX County. More than that, it gives us the ability to work with elected officials, the public and other counties in similar circumstances to do comprehensive public health planning and to establish appropriate levels of funding for activities that will promote health and safety in our community.”
The CHSI reports, available on the Web at www.communityhealth.hrsa.gov, provide an update to reports released in 2000. The original program was developed because health officials, local boards of health, and many others identified a need to help local health departments assess health, plan programs and develop data-based policies at the community level. CHSI project partners include NACCHO, the Public Health Foundation, the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, the National Association of Local Boards of Health, the Health Resources and Services Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the National Library of Medicine.
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�These stats should be substituted with ones that are of particular importance to the county or that the county stands out for among its peers.





