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Hurricane Irma is a rapidly-moving, powerful, and dangerous storm. It will likely be making landfall in 
Florida, bringing a life-threatening storm surge and 150mph-wind impacts to much of the state. It is 
expected to reach the Florida Keys by Sunday. On Thursday, the storm skirted Puerto Rico, leaving more 
than one million residents without power, and a trail of destruction in the Caribbean, with 14 deaths. 
Therefore, the entire state of Florida should continue to remain on guard, and the next 24 hours will be 
critical in determining the exact path and power of the storm. With the hurricane possibly moving up 
the east coast – and the Carolinas and Georgia declaring states of emergency ahead of the storm – we 
are reminded of the importance of upholding the national commitment to public health preparedness 
and working together to achieve resiliency.  
 
Emergencies can strike any community at any time, but through preparedness planning and response, 
local health departments play a critical role in developing and implementing life-sustaining activities. 
From the development of operational plans to the maintenance of critical infrastructure services, local 
health departments are prepared to protect community health and national security in the face of 
hurricanes, pandemics, and other catastrophic events.   
 
As the organization representing the nation’s nearly 3,000 local governmental health departments, 
NACCHO stands ready to support these communities in response and the long recovery ahead by 
bolstering the capabilities of local health departments to respond to such events. For more information 
about how communities affected by flooding can respond, view this list of resources for local health 
departments. 
 
For regular updates on weather sources to follow to track the hurricane, go to http://nyti.ms/2xRGLij, 
and for preparedness activities, please visit NACCHO’s Preparedness Brief at 
http://nacchopreparedness.org/.  
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