
 

 

 

June 21, 2016 

Dear Conferee, 

On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), I commend Congress’ 

effort to reverse the opioids crisis that is ravaging our nation. NACCHO represents the nation's 2,800 local 

governmental health departments that work every day to protect and promote the health and well-being of 

their communities. I urge you to move quickly to resolve the differences between the Senate’s 

Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 2016 (CARA) and the House package of bills, and to provide 

adequate funding. 

Prescription opioids deaths have quadrupled since 1999 and local health departments are on the front lines 

working to increase community access to prescription drug abuse treatment and prevention. They are also 

monitoring local and state data to analyze trends, educating healthcare providers on proper opioid 

prescribing practices, and training first responders and community members on how to use lifesaving 

medications that can reverse the effects of an overdose. In order to ensure local health departments and 

our nation’s residents have access to treatment and recovery, and to prevent and reduce opioid abuse, the 

final bill should: 

 Expand the availability of naloxone in the community setting through co-prescribing naloxone with 

prescription opioids, using standing orders, and public education about naloxone. 

 Expand grants to local and state governments for comprehensive opioid response and community-

wide prevention strategies such as: implementing prescription drug take-back/disposal programs, 

purchasing naloxone and training law enforcement officers and first responders how to use it, and 

increasing the use of medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for opioid abusers. 

 Create an inter‐agency task force for the development of best practices for pain management and 

pain medication prescription. 

 Increase the cap on the number of patients a provider can treat with MAT and ensure that where 

state law permits, physician assistants and nurse practitioners are allowed to treat patients. 

 Reauthorize the National All Schedules Prescription Electronic Reporting Act to better maintain and 

operate prescription drug monitoring programs. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your commitment to stifling the flames of the 

opioid crisis. For further information, please contact Vicky Bass, Government Affairs Specialist at 

vbass@naccho.org or 202-463-8174. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

LaMar Hasbrouck, MD, MPH 

Executive Director 
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