Talking Points – Schools

1.  The primary mission of schools is to educate children

2.  Vaccinating children against influenza at school helps schools to accomplish their mission.

a. Reducing influenza keeps kids and teachers at school, allowing them to get on with the business of education


b. Immunization prevents influenza – vaccine is very effective in children 

c. Immunizing teachers and staff protects them against influenza 
d. Influenza immunization protects unvaccinated children and teachers by 

reducing spread of influenza virus in schools
e. Immunizing students reduces likelihood that schools need to be closed because of high levels of absenteeism during the influenza season 

f. Protecting teachers might reduce the spread of influenza in their families, reducing the need for them to miss work to care for a sick child.

g. Students who come to school sick probably don’t learn much

h. Teachers who come to school sick probably don’t teach as effectively
3. Vaccinating at schools may save money for the school

a. Decreased student absenteeism may increase state funding to schools

b. Decreased teacher absenteeism may reduce expenditures for substitute teachers.

4. Vaccinating athletic teams and participants in school activities (debate teams, plays, etc.) reduces the risk that they will not be able to compete/participate in key events.

5. Vaccinating students protects their families and may protect the community.

6.  What is the school’s contribution?
a. Inform parents about the immunization program (materials sent home with students or mailed, posting on school website, notification in school newsletter)


b. Distribute information materials and permission slips to parents


c. Provide space for informational meetings 
d. Collect permission slips


e. Provide a space for the clinic


f. Coordinate movement of students to clinic

g. School nurse may screen permission slips, assist with immunization clinics and answer questions for parents.

7.  What is the risk of immunizing at school?
a. Both influenza vaccines are licensed by the FDA and are safe and effective.

b. Vaccines will be administered by licensed medical professionals on the order of a physician.

c. Common reactions to inactivated influenza vaccine are sore arms, redness and slight fever.

d. Common reactions to live influenza vaccine include runny nose, nasal congestion and a slight fever.

e. There is always some risk that adolescents, particularly girls will faint after being given a shot.

f. Other side effects are very rare.

g. Inactivated vaccine contains a small amount of thimerosal.  While some parents may be concerned, thimerosal does not cause autism.  Nasal spray vaccine does not contain thimerosal.

8.   Will the live virus spread?  

There is a theoretical risk that the virus from live, attenuated influenza vaccine (FluMist) could be spread to others, but this has only happened on a couple of occasions.  CDC recommends that live influenza vaccine not be given to people who are in very close contact with persons who are severely immunosuppressed, like someone who is in the hospital receiving a bone marrow transplant.  

9.  Is there any risk to pregnant teachers?

There is no risk to pregnant teachers from children who have received live influenza vaccine.  CDC recommends that pregnant women be routinely vaccinated with inactivated influenza vaccine.

10. Who actually organizes the clinics?
The health department will do much of the work of actually organizing and conducting the clinics.  The school nurse may work with the health department on these tasks.

11.  Is there any liability for the school from the clinic?

The liability for vaccinations should rest with the health department and the physician who signed the order for vaccination.  Please consult with your attorney.

12. What is influenza?
Influenza is a virus that causes severe respiratory symptoms including fever, cough, sneezing, runny nose and chest congestion.  People with influenza usually feel quite ill.  Common complications of influenza in school-aged children include: ear infections, sinus inflections and pneumonia.  An influenza infection may cause an asthma attack in children who have asthma.  

