Talking Points for Community Organizations and Coalitions
1. What is influenza?
Influenza is a virus that causes respiratory symptoms: fever, cough, runny nose, nasal congestion.   Most people with influenza feel quite ill.  Common complications of influenza cause pneumonia, ear infections and sinus infections.  Influenza can also cause asthma attacks in people with asthma.  People with who are elderly or have certain high risk conditions – heart disease, lung disease, kidney disease, diabetes, pregnancy, among others – may need to be hospitalized or die.  Outbreaks of influenza occur every winter.

2. Why are influenza clinics being conducted in schools?
Influenza clinics are being offered in schools because the Centers for Disease Control, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Academy of Family Physician now recommend that all children from age 6 months to 18 years of age should be vaccinated against influenza every year.  Vaccinating in schools is an efficient way to reach school-aged children and is very convenient for parents.
3. Isn’t influenza vaccine just for old folks?

Influenza vaccine has been recommended for people over 50 years of age and with high risk conditions for many years.  Annual vaccination of children 6 months to 2 years of age was recommended starting in 2004.  Vaccination of all children through age 18 was recommended starting in 2008. 

4. What are the benefits to the child?
Influenza vaccination works very well in children, reducing their risk of contracting influenza along with its’ complications, ear infections, sinusitis, pneumonia plus the small risk of being hospitalized or dying.  Being healthy during influenza season means less missed school, fewer trips to the doctor, less antibiotics and fewer over the counter cold medicine.  
5. What are the benefits for families?
During influenza season, vaccinated children are less sick that children who are not vaccinated.  Families of vaccinated children are also less ill during influenza season – even family members who are unvaccinated.  Parents will miss less work to stay home to care for a sick child or because they are ill themselves.  It also means fewer doctor visits, prescriptions and over-the-counter cold medicines and less money spent on getting well.

6. What is the benefit for the community?
Vaccinating schoolchildren may reduce spread of influenza in community, protecting the elderly and other high-risk people who don’t have a good immunological response to influenza vaccine as well as unvaccinated people.  Schoolchildren are typically the first members of the community infected with influenza.  A high percentage of children become ill with influenza and they spread it very efficiently.  This is similar to the reduction in pneumococcal disease being now seen in the elderly as a result of pneumococcal vaccination of infants.
7. What is the benefit for the schools?
School-based influenza immunization programs reduce illness and absenteeism among the immunized students.  Because vaccination reduces spread of the influenza virus from sick children, there is also less illness among unvaccinated children and school staff.  Fewer absent children may increase reimbursement from the state.  Fewer absent teachers may reduce expenditures for substitute teachers.  Keeping students and teachers in school allows schools to better fulfill their primary mission – to provide the best education possible for our children.

8. Who is eligible to get vaccinated?
All enrolled students plus school staff.
9. What is done for children who aren’t eligible to be vaccinated?
Children who have medical conditions that prevent them from being immunized at school should see their physician for immunization.  Or they can be immunized at the county health department on  (Days) between the hours of   AM and    PM.
10. What is the cost of getting a child vaccinated?
Fill in local information here.
11. Is there any risk from the vaccine?
Some children who get the injectable vaccine will get a sore or red arm, have a slight fever or not feel well for a day or two.  Children who get the nasal spray vaccine may get a slight runny nose and low fever.  Serious reactions to the vaccine are very, very rare.
12. When are the clinics being conducted?
Immunization clinics will be held at schools between Day, Month and Day, Month.  One clinic will be held at each school with a second clinic a month later for younger children who need two doses.
13. What can we do to help?
Immunizing all these children is a big task.  Volunteers are needed to do the following tasks: escort children from classroom to the clinic, manage paperwork for the schools, …
If you have children in school, get them vaccinated against influenza.  Encourage your children to have your grandchildren vaccinated.  Encourage your neighbors and friends to have their children vaccinated.

Additional funding is needed for the following items: incentives for children and teachers,…

14. What about children who are not in school?
Preschool children, home schooled children and children who missed the clinic can be vaccinated by their physician or at the county health department.  Influenza vaccine is available at the health department on   Days  from    AM to   PM.  
15. How can parents get more information?
Information about the influenza immunization program can be found on the health department’s website at www.localhealthdept.com and the school district’s website at www.localschooldistrict.com.  Information on influenza and influenza vaccines can be found at the Center for Disease Control’s website www.cdc.gov/flu/
