
 

 

 
April 5, 2016 
 

The Honorable Mark Warner 
United States Senate 
475 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Dear Senator Warner: 
 

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) is writing to express 
support for the “Expand Medicaid Act of 2016.” NACCHO is the national voice for 2,800 local 
health departments across the country. Local health departments recognize the importance of 
the Medicaid program in providing healthcare services to vulnerable low-income Americans 
and legal residents. Medicaid is unique because of the federal, state, and county partnership in 
its administration and financing. 
 
As a result of the Affordable Care Act, states have the option to expand their Medicaid services 
to individuals and families up to 138% of the federal poverty level. This expansion is crucial as it 
provides access to medical care for millions of low-income Americans. The federal government 
provides states that chose to expand Medicaid prior to 2014 with a 100% match rate for three 
years that decreased down to a 90% match rate for the sixth year and beyond. However, not all 
states opted into expansion immediately, and thus those that expand after 2014 would not 
receive the full federal matching funds.  
 
Under the “Expand Medicaid Act,” all states choosing to expand Medicaid will receive 
equivalent levels of federal matching rates regardless of when the state chooses to expand 
their program. Continuing to incentive states to expand Medicaid is crucial to the health of our 
nation. Medicaid expansion increases access to health care and preventive services for low-
income residents, which in turn improves residents’ health, productivity and quality of life. 
 
I look forward to working with you to enact this important legislation. If you have any 
questions, please contact Laura Hanen, Chief of Government Affairs, at lhanen@naccho.org or 
(202) 507-4255.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
LaMar Hasbrouck, MD, MPH 
Executive Director 
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