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Background

• As part of Project Firstline outreach, we contacted healthcare 
education leaders of the 17 Oregon community colleges

 Directors of Nursing

 Chairs or Deans of Allied Health

 Directors of Health Sciences

 Directors of Dental Assisting Program

• Throughout 2022, we held virtual meetings with 7 community 
colleges to discuss landscape of infection prevention education 
contents, introduce Project Firstline, and offer educational resources



Oregon Administrative Rule 409-030

• During a meeting with a Dean of 
Nursing, we learned that all 
Oregon health profession students 
must meet the standards as written 
in Oregon Administrative Rules 
(OAR) 409-030.

• Oregon law defines "rule" as "any 
agency directive, standard, 
regulation or statement of general 
applicability that implements, 
interprets or prescribes law or 
policy, or describes the procedure 
or practice requirements of any 
agency.”

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662


Which healthcare 
students are 
included?

• The OAR includes a complete list of 
all health professional disciplines

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662


What healthcare 
facility types are 
included?

• The OAR also includes a 
complete list of all clinical 
settings that must meet the 
requirements as stated

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1662


HAI-related topics included in OAR 409-030

• Immunization standards

• Tuberculosis screening standards

• Bloodborne pathogen training that is compliant with the federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requirements

• Infection prevention and control (IPC) practices

 Reference provided is the OSHA Safety and Health topic, Infectious Diseases

o https://www.osha.gov/healthcare/infectious-diseases/

 The community college educators’ feedback was that this reference did not 
provide clear or specific guidance on the IPC topics needed to meet the OAR

https://www.osha.gov/healthcare/infectious-diseases/


Next steps

• January 2023
 HAI Program met with OHA’s Health Policy and Analytics Division to discuss student 

clinical practices standards related to HAI prevention

• March 2023
 Met with leadership of Oregon Health Care Workforce Committee

o Provided a short presentation about the lack of clarity related to IPC 
educational requirements

o Offered IPC expertise to review and revise the rule
 Open recruitment announcement for Administrative Requirements for Clinical 

Training Advisory Committee (ARCTAC)
o Members are appointed by the Oregon Health Care Workforce Committee 

for a term of two years; they are eligible to be reappointed to a subsequent 
term.

o Members are expected to attend an annual meeting and advise OHA and 
the Health Care Workforce Committee regarding administrative requirements 
for health professional students in clinical practice settings.



ARCTAC Activities

• July 2023

 All members were notified of appointment to ARCTAC

• September-October 2023

 Entire OAR was reviewed in detail over four committee meetings

 My recommendations included

o Updates to vaccine requirements and recommendations

o Revisions to the infection prevention & control requirements

– New reference: CDC Infection Control Basics (standard precautions 
and transmission-based precautions) 

• December 1-21, 2023

 Public Comment period (with a public hearing 12/20/23)



Revised OAR Filed 
12/28/2023

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9867869

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9867869


Revised OAR 409-030

”Health profession programs must provide documentation or a signed 
statement that the student has received prior training, taken educational 
courses, or is otherwise familiar with the following:

a. The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA);

b. Bloodborne Pathogen training that is compliant with the federal 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requirements;

c. Infection prevention practices, including all elements of the CDC’s 
Standard Precautions, including Transmission-Based Precautions, for all 
patient care.”



New reference link for infection prevention rule

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/basics/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/basics/index.html


Next steps

• Follow up with community colleges and other health care education 
institutions

 Awareness of revised OAR

 Answer questions and offer training support

• Contract with strategic communication agency

 Create specific resources for health care educators, to meet OAR

 Consider ways to measure impact



Conclusion

• We found great value in establishing connections with health care 
education leaders in Oregon’s community colleges

 These individuals are responsible for curriculum content, and must 
ensure it meets state training requirements

 We learned about a significant gap in IPC education standards, and 
how these standards can be reviewed and revised

• Improving education standards through our state’s administrative rule has 
the potential to strengthen current and future health care students’ 
baseline IPC knowledge

 Standard precautions and transmission-based precautions are now 
clearly stated in the OAR

• Dual role of academic ID faculty + member of Oregon Project Firstline was 
immensely useful in this process 



Thank you!
Questions?

Judy Guzman-Cottrill, DO

guzmanco@ohsu.edu

Nick Ida, MPH

Nicholas.K.Ida@oha.Oregon.gov
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