October 4, 2017
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
House Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Greg Walden
House of Representatives
Energy and Commerce Committee
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
House of Representatives
Energy and Commerce Committee
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan, Minority Leader Pelosi, Chairman Walden and Representative Pallone:
On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) and nearly 3,000
local health departments, I write to express strong support for the Prevention and Public Health Fund
(PPHF).
NACCHO continues to oppose any proposal that would repeal, cut or divert current or future allocations
of the PPHF from its intended purpose: providing for expanded and sustained national investment in
prevention and public health programs to improve health and help restrain the rate of growth in private
and public sector health care costs.
While NACCHO supports reauthorization of community health centers and the National Health Service
Corps, using funds from the PPHF to offset the cost of this legislation is problematic. The PPHF
represents our single best resource to invest in prevention, prepare for and respond to infectious
disease outbreaks, reduce rates of chronic illness, save lives, and save money. The PPHF continues to
provide resources to states, communities, tribal and community organizations to support communitybased prevention of chronic and infectious disease. Currently, 12% of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s (CDC) budget comes from the Fund, with 96% of the PPHF allocation directed to CDC in
FY2017.
Eliminating or reducing the PPHF would dramatically impede federal, state and local efforts to improve
health, including:
 The Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity (ELC) program, which provides $40 million to improve
states’ and directly funded cities’ ability to detect, diagnose and contain disease outbreaks. The ELC
program is critical in the midst of the Zika virus outbreak.


The Section 317 immunization program, which supports state and local health departments for
vaccine purchase for at-need populations and immunization program operations. The program is
vital to preventing and responding to vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks, and building

epidemiology and laboratory capacity in all states. The PPHF provides 53% of the funding ($324
million) for the 317 Immunization Program, which is 36% of CDC’s funding from the PPHF.


The Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant, which provides 50 states, the District of
Columbia, two American Indian tribes, and U.S. territories with flexible funding for state and local
health departments. The PPHF provides 100% of the funding for the block grant or $160 million.

Again, NACCHO and local health departments oppose any effort to repeal or cut the Prevention and
Public Health Fund. Elimination of the PPHF would hamper federal, state, and local efforts to protect the
public’s health. Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,

Laura A. Hanen, MPP
Interim Executive Director & Chief of Government Affairs

