EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM AND HEALTH CARE CENTERS IN SCHOOLS
CONSENT PACKET INSTRUCTION SHEET AND SITE MANAGEMENT

This project is being done as a pilot for the state of Louisiana; ultimately this kind of project will be done in every school as the national guidelines for immunization are changing next year.  Please read carefully and call with questions or e-mail me--see contact info at the bottom of the page.

· Recent research has indicated that we have been immunizing the wrong population of people in regards to influenza.  The guidelines are changing for 2009 and all children will be required to have an annual flu immunization.  Why?  We know that children catch the flu and infect those younger and older than them.

· Research shows that school-based immunization programs will help protect the community--data indicate that a school’s absentee rate of children and staff will decrease; the most dramatic decreases are seen in people who are 35 years old or older.

· We hope to immunize an average of 40 % of the school system’s children with one of two different types of vaccine.

· One vaccine, Flumist, will be used most often for children.  It is an inhaled vaccine.  There are several groups of children who can not receive Flumist--asthmatics, children with metabolic diseases, like diabetes, children who are allergic to the ingredients found in the vaccine, and so on.  

· For children who can not take Flumist, we will be using injected vaccine.  

· We hope that principals will use the PACE system and call the homes of every child when the consent form is released to the student body.  Keep a consent packet and read it--most questions are answered there.  Your school nurse or school-based health center staff is ready to answer questions from parents, if needed.

· You may also call HCCS administrators, Sue Catchings at 721-1748 or Yolanda Lastrapes at 803-7373 if the nurse can not answer your questions.

· On the day that we will immunize your student body, HCCS staff and volunteers will arrive on campus at the following times:  Middle/high schools--around 7:30 AM and elementary schools--around 8:30 AM.
· Vaccine is being stored at the Department of Agriculture’s refrigerated warehouse on north Ardenwood and will be staged out to the schools by a project coordinator.  EMS has volunteered to deliver vaccine to each school from that site and also return vaccine to the warehouse when the team is finished at the school.

· YOUR SCHOOL NURSE OR HEALTH CENTER MEDICAL STAFF WILL BE THE SITE COORDINATOR AT EVERY SCHOOL CAMPUS.  IF YOU HAVE A ROTATING NURSE, THAT NURSE WILL STAY ON YOUR CAMPUS FOR THE ENTIRE DAY AFTER THE TEAM HAS LEFT IN CASE THERE ARE DELAYED REACTIONS OR PROBLEMS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION OF VACCINE--WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE ANY PROBLEMS--THIS IS PRECAUTIONARY ON OUR PART!
· The consent packet is lengthy--please help us in communicating the parents that the only page that we need back is the 2008 Flu Vaccination Consent Form.  All of the questions must be answered and the parent/guardian must sign the bottom giving us permission to immunize their child.
· When we get to the school, we need three tables and several chairs (about 8-10) for the staff and volunteers to set up the project.  One table should be separate from the others for those children who will be getting injections--there does tend to be tears!  We will also need to observe the students who have been immunized for a few minutes.  The team will also need at least two garbage cans--not for any medical waste, but for paper and that kind of thing.  We will bring everything else with us and take it all away when we finish.  
s.catching@brhccs.org
225-721-1748
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