
 
 

 

March 15, 2016 
 
Dear Senator on HELP Committee: 
 
On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), I am writing to urge your 
support for three bills before the Committee to address the epidemic of heroin and prescription drug (opioid) 
abuse, misuse and overdose. NACCHO is the voice of the 2,800 local health departments across the county. 
These city, county, metropolitan, district, and tribal departments work every day to protect and promote health 
and well-being for all people in their communities. 
 
As you know, prescription drug abuse is a growing public health crisis. Approximately 6.1 million Americans 
abuse or misuse prescription drugs. Overdose deaths involving prescription opioids have quadrupled since 1999 
and now outnumber deaths from all illicit drugs combined. Local health departments are on the front lines of 
the epidemic where they work for increased community access to prescription drug abuse treatment and 
prevention, monitor local and state data to analyze trends, educate healthcare providers on the proper opioid 
prescribing practices, and train first responders and community members on how to use lifesaving medications 
that reverse the effects of an overdose and save lives. 
 
NACCHO urges your support for the following bills: 

 “The Recovery Enhancement for Addiction Treatment (TREAT) Act” (S. 1455), authored by Senators Edward 
Markey (D-MA) and Rand Paul (R-KY), to increase the number of patients that providers can treat with 
medication Assisted Treatment from 30 to 100 per year. It also allows certain nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants to treat addicted patients by providing access to medication assisted treatments. The 
availability of accessible, effective treatment is integral for local health departments to work with 
healthcare systems to identify patients in need of treatment and to link them to care.  

 The “Co-Prescribing Saves Lives Act” (S. 2256), authored by Senators Tim Kaine (D-VA) and Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-WV), to encourage doctors to co-prescribe naloxone alongside opioids and make the overdose 
reversal drug more widely available in federal health facilities. The measure would also fund state efforts to 
develop co-prescribing guidelines, help purchase naloxone and train providers. 

 The “National All Schedules Prescription Electronic Reporting” (S. 480), authored by Senators Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-NH), Pat Toomey (R-PA), Dick Durbin (D-IL), and Jeff Sessions (R-AL), to reauthorize grants to 
states to strengthen their prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs). PDMPs are a key tool for health 
care providers and public health departments in addressing prescription drug misuse. 

 
NACCHO thanks the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee for its leadership in addressing 
this critical issue. I look forward to working with you to enact and implement this important legislation. If you 
have any questions or need any additional information, please contact Vicky Bass, Government Affairs 
Specialist, at 202-463-8174 or vbass@naccho.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
LaMar Hasbrouck, MD, MPH 
Executive Director 
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