Characteristics of Medications for Opioid-Addiction Treatment.

Characteristic
Brand names

Class

Use and effects

Advantages

Disadvantages

Methadone
Dolophine, Methadose

Agonist (fully activates opioid re-
ceptors)

Taken once per day orally to reduce
opioid cravings and withdrawal
symptoms

High strength and efficacy as long
as oral dosing (which slows brain
uptake and reduces euphoria) is
adhered to; excellent option for
patients who have no response
to other medications

Mostly available through approved
outpatient treatment programs,
which patients must visit daily

Buprenorphine
Subutex, Suboxone, Zubsolv

Partial agonist (activates opioid recep-
tors but produces a diminished re-
sponse even with full occupancy)

Taken orally or sublingually (usually
once a day) to relieve opioid crav-
ings and withdrawal symptoms

Eligible to be prescribed by certified
physicians, which eliminates the
need to visit specialized treatment
clinics and thus widens availability

Subutex has measurable abuse liability;
Suboxone diminishes this risk by in-
cluding naloxone, an antagonist
that induces withdrawal if the drug
is injected

Naltrexone
Depade, ReVia, Vivitrol

Antagonist (blocks the opioid receptors
and interferes with the rewarding
and analgesic effects of opioids)

Taken orally or by injection to diminish
the reinforcing effects of opioids
(potentially extinguishing the asso-
ciation between conditioned stimuli
and opioid use)

Not addictive or sedating and does not
result in physical dependence; a re-
cently approved depot injection for-
mulation, Vivitrol, eliminates need
for daily dosing

Poor patient compliance (but Vivitrol
should improve compliance); initi-
ation requires attaining prolonged
(e.g., 7-day) abstinence, during
which withdrawal, relapse, and early
dropout may occur




