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Congress Dips Into Prevention Health
Fund, Putting CDC Programs at Risk

To offset the costs of other health care programs, lawmakers have again cut from an Obamacare funding stream
meant for prevention and public health initiatives.
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E ven as the U.S. is in the midst of the worst flu season in nearly a

decade, Congress moved last week to slash a pot of money that

supports the country’s immunization program.

The cut was part of the deal reached in the Senate last week to raise

budget caps and avert a government shutdown. The legislation

contained some health care victories, including funding extensions for

community health centers and a bump in resources for the opioid-

epidemic response.

DAILY DAYBOOK HOTLINE RACE TRACKER ALMANAC PRESENTATIONS EVENTS MY ACCOUNTU 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://njour.nl/s/663960%3Foref=t.co%26mref=twitter_share&text=Congress%20Dips%20Into%20Prevention%20Health%20Fund,%20Putting%20CDC%20Programs%20at%20Risk
mailto:?subject=Congress%20Dips%20Into%20Prevention%20Health%20Fund,%20Putting%20CDC%20Programs%20at%20Risk&body=http://njour.nl/s/663960%3Foref=email_share%26mref=email_share
https://www.nationaljournal.com/staff/#erin-durkin
https://www.nationaljournal.com/staff#erin-durkin
https://twitter.com/@ErinDurkin2
https://www.nationaljournal.com/?mref=logo
https://www.nationaljournal.com/daily?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/daybook?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/hotline?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/racetracker?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/almanac?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/presentations?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/events/membership?mref=primary-nav
https://www.nationaljournal.com/my-account
https://www.nationaljournal.com/briefcase


2/12/2018 Congress Dips Into Prevention Health Fund, Putting CDC Programs at Risk

https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/663960/congress-dips-into-prevention-health-fund-putting-cdc-programs-at-risk?mref=dashboard-lead-1 2/4

See more stories about...

Health Care

Affordable Care Act

Daily

Senate

House Of Representatives

Congress

Budget, Appropriations And
Debt

But the deal came at the expense of the Prevention and Public Health

Fund, which is set to lose approximately $1.35 billion over the next 10

years. In the short term, the legislation does resolve an immediate

budget cliff, but it slows the growth in funding in later years.

Advocates and experts say the fund—which was established in the

Affordable Care Act and has been branded as a “slush fund” by

Republicans—now supplants resources that have been cut from the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The money pot makes up 12

percent of CDC’s budget and provides most of the funding for the

agency’s immunization program, according to the National Association

of County and City Health Officials.

But lawmakers have historically turned to the fund as an offset for other

initiatives. This latest cut also comes as the CDC is trying to handle

turmoil at the top following former director Brenda Fitzgerald’s

resignation last month.

“The Prevention and Public Health Fund has been used to support core

public health funding, and it continues to get raided to pay for health

care, whether that is the Children’s Health Insurance Program, whether

that has been community-health-centers extension funding,” said Laura

Hanen, interim executive director of the National Association of County

and City Health Officials. “Again, it’s robbing Peter to pay Paul. You’re

robbing the prevention side of the house to pay for the care side of the

house.”

The immunization program, which uses the largest portion of the fund,

supports 50 state health departments’ vaccine purchases for in-need

populations, and other operations such as implementing billing systems

for immunization services at public health clinics, the NACCHO says.

“When you’re looking at a flu outbreak, you’re going to want to make

sure on an annual basis as large of a percentage of the population as

possible are immunized. We’re nowhere near where we want to be

there,” said Richard Hamburg, executive vice president for strategy and

policy at Trust for America’s Health.

The fund also entirely supports a program to address childhood lead-

poisoning, assisting states in identifying families with harmful exposure

to lead, and a preventive-health block grant, which gives states flexibility

to solve specific problems. Ohio, for example, has used this funding to

address risks associated with poor nutrition, tobacco use, and chronic

disease.
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“Some of the growth money that would have gone into public health, of

course, has not occurred because those dollars have been used for other

things,” said Georges Benjamin, executive director of the American

Public Health Association. “There’s an opportunity cost, because the

money was supposed to go for innovative things to in effect reduce

health care cost through prevention. A lot of that has not happened.”

While Democrats have been critical of Republicans for using the funding

stream as an offset, this did not dissuade them from supporting the deal

overnight on Thursday.

Sen. Ben Cardin told National Journal Thursday that this was a part of

the deal he did not favor. “It’s an important fund, one that we fought

very hard for, and it’s so disappointing to see Republican leadership look

at that as part of Obamacare that they want to get rid of,” he said.

But he added that ultimately the entire package had to be put “on the

scale” to “determine whether the collective product should be supported

or not.”

Sen. Sherrod Brown described the cut as one of the “losses” during the

budget negotiations. “We got a lot of good things; we lost on some

things,” Brown said when asked whether the trade-off between the cut

and the extension for community health centers was worth it.

Advocates argue that both the prevention fund and other services like

community health centers should be fully funded.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network on Thursday

morning praised the investment in cancer research, but criticized

Congress’s decision to dip into the fund.

“While this deal addresses a number of critical federal programs that are

instrumental in making progress against cancer, ACS CAN is

disappointed that the legislation cuts the Prevention and Public Health

Fund by $1.35 billion as an offset for spending,” ACS CAN President

Chris Hansen said in a statement. “Funding for effective prevention

programs is critical to reducing death and suffering from cancer, a

disease that continues to kill 1,650 people a day in this country.”
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Trump’s Pick
For 2020
Census
Withdraws
} 4 MINUTES AGO

THE LATEST

Thomas Brunell has withdrawn
from consideration to be deputy
director of the US Census Bureau.
Brunell was supposed to begin in
late November. "Unlike past deputy
directors of the bureau, who have
been nonpartisan career civil
servants, Brunell had no prior
government experience and is a
registered Republican. The
University of Texas at Dallas
professor is the author of the 2008
book Redistricting and
Representation: Why Competitive
Elections Are Bad for America,
which provocatively argues that
politically lopsided electoral
districts offer better representation
for voters than competitive ones."
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