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Facility Definitions of Residential Care Facilities 

Adult Foster 
Care (AFC) 

A home or facility that provides foster care to adults. Subject to section 26a(1), adult foster care 

facility includes facilities and foster care family homes for adults who are aged, mentally ill, 

developmentally disabled, or physically disabled who require supervision on an ongoing basis 

but who do not require continuous nursing care. Examples as follows: 
 

 "Adult foster care family home" means a private residence with the approved capacity to 

receive at least 3 but not more than 6 adults to be provided with foster care. The adult foster 

care family home licensee must be a member of the household and an occupant of the 

residence. 

 "Adult foster care large group home" means an adult foster care facility with the approved 

capacity to receive at least 13 but not more than 20 adults to be provided with foster care. 

 "Adult foster care small group home" means an adult foster care facility with the approved 

capacity to receive at least 3 but not more than 12 adults to be provided with foster care. 
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Assisted 
Living 

An unlicensed establishment that offers community-based residential care for at least three 

unrelated adults who are either over the age of 65 or need assistance with activities of daily 

living (ADLs), including personal, supportive, and intermittent health-related services available 

24-hours a day. 
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Home for 
the Aged 
(HFA) 

A supervised personal care facility at a single address, other than a hotel, adult foster care 

facility, hospital, nursing home, or county medical care facility that provides room, board, and 

supervised personal care to 21 or more unrelated, nontransient, individuals 55 years of age or 

older. Home for the aged includes a supervised personal care facility for 20 or fewer individuals 

55 years of age or older if the facility is operated in conjunction with and as a distinct part of a 

licensed nursing home. Home for the aged does not include an area excluded from this 

definition by section 17(3) of the continuing care community disclosure act, 2014 PA 448, MCL 

554.917. 
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http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3iw4g1jqnjwa0kyeghl4umei))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-400-703
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-560384--,00.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o1fx0bszs1psogmt0l1hbstk))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-554-917
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o1fx0bszs1psogmt0l1hbstk))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-554-917
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3l0qe515n2bz0zanhtxelq1o))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-20106&highlight=public%20health%20code


Page 2 of 2 
 

Facility Definitions of Residential Care Facilities 

Nursing 
Home 

A nursing care facility, including a county medical care facility, that provides organized nursing 

care and medical treatment to 7 or more unrelated individuals suffering or recovering from 

illness, injury, or infirmity. As used in this subsection, "medical treatment" includes treatment by 

an employee or independent contractor of the nursing home who is an individual licensed or 

otherwise authorized to engage in a health profession under part 170 or 175. Nursing home 

does not include any of the following: 

 A unit in a state correctional facility. 

 A hospital. 

 A veterans facility created under 1885 PA 152, MCL 36.1 to 36.12. 

 A hospice residence that is licensed under this article. 

 A hospice that is certified under 42 CFR 418.100. 
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Residential 
Care 
Facilities 

A nursing home, home for the aged, adult foster care facility, hospice facility, substance use 

disorder residential facility, or assisted living facility. It does not include independent living 

facilities. M
D
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Skilled 
Nursing 
Facility 
(SNF) 

A hospital long-term care unit, nursing home, county medical care facility, or other nursing care 

facility, or a distinct part thereof, certified by the department to provide skilled nursing care. 
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https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nawgiy5puiuh4zfqegex5r2b))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-20109#:~:text=Sec.,illness%2C%20injury%2C%20or%20infirmity.
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98455-560384--,00.html
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nawgiy5puiuh4zfqegex5r2b))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-20109#:~:text=Sec.,illness%2C%20injury%2C%20or%20infirmity.

