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Webinar Logistics

• This webinar is being recorded, and the recording will be available in the 
NACCHO's Project Firstline Virtual Community.

• All participants are in listen only mode.

• Submit questions through the Q&A Box at any time. There will be time 
later in the presentation to address questions or as time allows.

• If you need technical assistance, please use the Q&A box.



Advocacy

Partnerships

Funding

Training and education

Networking

Resources, tools, & technical 

assistance

About NACCHO

NACCHO serves 
over 3,300 local health 
departments across the United 
States and is the leader in 
providing cutting-edge, skill 
building, professional 
resources and programs. 

Our mission is to improve the 
health of communities by 
strengthening and 
advocating for local 
health departments.



NACCHO & Project Firstline

NACCHO’s Project Firstline work 

aims to build the capacity of local 

health departments to deliver 

training and education to their 

community partners through the 

development and promotion of 

tools and resources.



NACCHO's Project Firstline

Engage with NACCHO’s Project Firstline! Sign up 
for NACCHO’s Project Firstline Newsletter and 
join our Virtual Community 

The IPC Living Learning Network 
(LLN) online community provides 
local health department staff 
opportunities to build subject 
matter expertise related to IPC.

All interested in IPC at the local level 
are welcome to join!



IPC Resource Library

Compilation of resources 

to enhance the capacity of 

LHD staff to address unique 

IPC needs in a range of 

high-risk settings. 
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Infection Prevention & Control in Long Term Care

Deb Patterson Burdsall PhD, RN-BC, CIC, LTC-CIP, FAPIC

The presenter is the President Elect of APIC with no other conflicts of interest. 
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What is long term 
care?

Long term care provide services, both medical and 
personal care, to people who are unable to live 
independently. It is estimated that 1 to 3 million serious 
infections occur every year in:
▪ nursing homes
▪ skilled nursing facilities
▪ assisted living facilities”

Source: CDC. https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/index.html
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Long Term Care Facilities

Type of Facility Approximate Number (U.S.) Key Characteristics

Skilled Nursing 
Facilities

Over 14,000 
Post acute care, 24/7 nursing, 
CMS-regulated

Assisted Living Over 30,000 
Social model, state-regulated 
Care is similar to skilled 

nursing homes 20 years ago

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/nursing-home-care.htm 

https://www.consumeraffairs.com/assisted-living/statistics.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/residential-care-communities.htm

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/a-look-at-nursing-facility-characteristics 
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Slide Courtesy of CDC: Dr. Kara Jacobs-Slifka



Baseline Environmental Contamination of 
Three Nursing Home: 2024

Over 38% of all participant rooms 
having at least one surface 

contaminated with an MDRO 
(either MRSA, VRE, or resistant 

Gram-negative bacteria)
Over 15% of bedrails and bed 
controls contaminated   

Over 14% of privacy curtains 
contaminated

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-57566-3



Gram 
Positive

Gram 
Negative

Viruses, 
etc.

Yeast 
and 

Fungi

Horizontal Approach
Infection Prevention and 
Control Focus

Vertical 
Approach 
Organism 
Specific 
Focus (e.g. 
MRSA)

Septimus et al., 2014; Wentzel &Edmond, 2010

Instead of stomping out fires and relying 
on dogma, what is needed is a 
thoughtful, evidence-based approach to 
basic care. A marathon, not a sprint.
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Infection Preventionist in LTC per CMS

● “Infection Preventionist (IP)”: Term used for the person(s) 
designated by the facility to be responsible for the infection 
prevention and control program. (Please refer to F882 for 
further information on the IP.)…. The intent of this 
regulation is to ensure that the facility designates a 
qualified individual(s) onsite, who is responsible for 
implementing programs and activities to prevent and 
control infections.”

 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/som107ap_pp_guidelines_ltcf.pdf











● ME: I'm re-reading. So, the image generator is a fan of 
bootstrapping, eh? LOL

● ChatGPT:  Apparently it is!
Give the image generator four verified numbers and a blank cell, 
and it says, “I understand statistics. I shall estimate the 
remainder.”
NO. YOU SHALL NOT. 
It is actually a perfect illustration of why we've been separating 
analysis from design. The image generator is terrific at 
composition, hierarchy, icons, spacing, and making our slides 
look polished. But it sees a table and wants to make the table 
look complete. It doesn't understand that, in our world, a dash 
meaning “not independently verified” is vastly preferable to a 
beautifully typeset hallucination.

A Bit of Humorous conversation with ChatGPT and a Lesson about AI





Roadmap to Safer Nursing Homes

2
9

TITLE OF 

PRESENTATIONhttps://apic.org/news/apic-and-aapacn-release-new-infection-prevention-resources-for-skilled-long-term-care-facilities/



Thank you so much for still being here!!!
Public health and infection prevention are 
journeys, not a sprint.



Moderated Panel

Deb Burdsall

PhD, RN-BC, CIC, LTC-CIP, FAPIC
Infection Preventionist and APIC President Elect

Geraldine Hidalgo

MPH, LPN, CIC
Biological Scientist IV, Polk County Health Department (FL)

Megan Westcott

MPH, CDI
Community Health Coordinator/Epidemiologist, West 

Hartford-Bloomfield Health Department (CT)



Audience Q&A



What’s next? Connect with us!
NACCHO

@nacchoalerts

Join NACCHO's Project Firstline Virtual Community 

Complete the webinar evaluation



Thank you to our speakers and to all of you for joining us!

THANK YOU!

Please take a moment to complete the evaluation.

It will pop up after you leave the webinar.
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