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Grounded in 
Something 

More 
Permanent 
Than Grant 

Funding



The Groundwater Approach
https://racialequityinstitute.org/groundwater-approach/

https://racialequityinstitute.org/groundwater-approach/


Opportunity from Turmoil:
COVID & Nox-Crete Chemical Fire



Goal: Develop a Way to 
Reach RIM Community 

Members in 10+ Languages 
During an Emergency

1. Arabic
2. Burmese
3. Dari
4. Karen
5. Karenni
6. Kiswahili
7. Nepali
8. Nuer
9. Pashto
10. Q’anjoba’l
11. Somali



Other Components of Long-term 
Prioritization

1. Community-wide coordination/problem-solving with philanthropic 
sector including developing population estimates

2. Capturing REAL data at healthcare facilities to aid health assessment 
3. Ongoing relationship building focused on cultural adjustment/mental 

health plus building awareness of prevention and primary care



Thank you.
www.douglascountyhealth.com

ANDY WESSEL, MPH 
Community Health Planner
Douglas County Health Department
1111 S 41st Street
Omaha, NE 68105
Phone (402) 444-7225
andy.wessel@douglascounty-ne.gov
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