	TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE
	EVACUATION



About
This template is intended as a starting point for Public Information Officers (PIOs) and local officials to quickly draft and distribute clear, actionable evacuation messaging in response to a chemical emergency. It provides suggested formatting, structure, and language aligned with emergency communications best practices. 
Please note: This is a flexible template. All content—including structure, phrasing, and level of detail—can and should be edited in its entirety to meet the specific needs of your jurisdiction, audience, and incident. Coordinate all messaging with your Emergency Operations Center (EOC), Joint Information Center (JIC), and/or lead agency.
Instructions for Use
· Replace all bracketed placeholders [like this] with current, verified information.
· Use plain language, be concise, and avoid jargon.
· Update recommended public safety measures as appropriate.
· Share this information through all relevant communication channels, including media distribution lists, official websites, text/email systems, and social media.
Additional Resources
This resource is among a suite of materials designed to help local health departments strengthen their chemical preparedness, response, and recovery efforts. For additional resources, visit https://www.naccho.org/chemprep.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE						

Media Contact:
[Name], [Title]
[Phone Number]
[Email Address] 
							
[COUNTY/LOCALITY] ISSUES URGENT EVACUATION NOTICE AFTER CHEMICAL INCIDENT
[CITY, STATE], [Month] [Day], [Year] —Local authorities are issuing an urgent evacuation order for residents within a [X-mile] radius of the [chemical incident site] after developments in the ongoing [chemical type] emergency near [location/intersection/landmark] in [City/Neighborhood/County/Area].
At [time], after consultation with [Governor/Mayor/County Executive] and public safety officials, [County/Locality Name] declared a mandatory evacuation due to increasing risk of [explosion/toxic plume/etc.], based on [brief technical rational – e.g., “rapid rise in temperature inside a tanker containing hazardous materials, which may lead to a catastrophic release”].
Effective immediately, all residents and businesses within [X-miles radius] are instructed to evacuate the area.
Key Evacuation Information:
· Evacuation Zone: [Define clearly – roads, neighborhoods, landmarks. Consider adding a map or graphic showing areas that need to evacuate]
· Evacuation Deadline: [Time and Date]
· Transportation Assistance: Call [hotline or 2-1-1] for evacuation help
· Shelter Locations: [Name, address, whether pet-friendly or ADA accessible]
· Evacuation Route and Road Closures: [List or link to transportation agency update]
Remain calm, take only essential items, and follow designated evacuation routes. This action is necessary to protect lives and ensure emergency crews can respond safely.
Emergency Response Update:
· The [Response Team(s) e.g., State National Guard] has been activated.
· Agencies on scene: [State/County Emergency Management, Fire, HAZMAT, EPA, Red Cross, etc.]
· Update: [Brief update on containment, environmental testing, or public safety status.]
Facts to Know
In rapidly evolving emergencies, confusion is common. Here are key facts to help stay informed and safe:
· There is currently [no confirmed release / a controlled release in progress / elevated risk of exposure with X miles.]
· Evacuation orders are based on real-time safety assessments from local, state, and federal experts.
· Shelters are open at [location] and are prepared to accommodate [list populations served, e.g., families, pets, and individuals with access or functional needs]. 
Stay Informed from Trusted Sources
For accurate, up-to-date information and additional resources, please:
· Visit [Health Department Website URL]
· Visit [Applicable Social Media Handles, e.g., County Emergency Management, Health Department]
· Call/Text [Emergency Alert Text or Call Service Information]
Please do not call 911 unless you are experiencing an immediate life-threatening emergency. Non-emergency information is available by calling [Non-emergency Line or Information Center].
For ongoing updates, monitor official communication channels used by local government, such as television, radio, text alerts, email updates, social media, and community websites.
# # #
[Health Department Name]
[Health Department boiler plate language]
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