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Overview of Session

• Neelam D. Ghiya – Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
– Federal perspective

• James Thomas – University of 
North Carolina – State 
perspective

• Nancy Baum – Michigan School 
of Public Health – Local 
perspective
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Public Health Ethics Goals at CDC

• Foster an environment and culture 
that supports and develops ethical 
practices throughout the 
organization.

• Increase awareness, knowledge, 
skills, and confidence in 
identifying, analyzing, and  
addressing public health ethics 
issues. 

• Integrate the tools of ethical 
analysis into day-to-day operations 
across CDC. 
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CDC PHE Infrastructure

• Ethics Subcommittee of the 
Advisory Committee to the 
Director, CDC (Jan 2005)

• CDC Public Health Ethics 
Committee (PHEC) (May 2005)

• CDC Public Health Ethics 
Coordinator (June 2006)
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Ethics Subcommittee of the Advisory 
Committee to the Director, CDC

– 10 member subcommittee

– Academic institutions, non-profit 
organization, and private 
consultant

– Broad charge - provide counsel 
on public health ethics issues
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Ethics Subcommittee of the
Advisory Committee to the Director (ACD)

• John Arras, PhD
University of Virginia

• Ronald Bayer, Ph.D.
Columbia University

• Vivian Berryhill
(ACD Representative)
National Coalition of Pastors’
Spouses

• Vanessa Gamble, MD, PhD
George Washington University

• Robert Hood, PhD
Florida Department of Health

• Thomas Hooyman, PhD
(Chair)
Regis University 

• Bruce Jennings, MA
Center for Humans and Nature

• Kathy Kinlaw, MDiv
Emory University

• Bernard Lo, MD
UC, San Francisco

• Nancy Kass, ScD
Johns Hopkins University
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CDC Public Health Ethics Committee

– PH ethics leads, alternates, liaisons, 
other interested CDC staff

– Steering Group; Education, Policy and 
Framework, and Consultation 
Subcommittees; 

– Charge – provide leadership on PH 
ethics and integrate ethical analysis 
into day to day activities at CDC
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CDC’s Public Health Ethics Activities

• Development of Guidance Documents 
Pandemic influenza
Emergency Preparedness and Response
Ventilator Distribution
Traveler Restrictions

• Education about public health ethics

• Development of capacity to conduct public 
health ethics consultations
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Pandemic Influenza Ethical Guidance
Guidance developed by Ethics Subcommittee 

of the Advisory Committee to the Director, 
CDC

Primary Authors:
Robert Levine – Yale University
Kathy Kinlaw – Emory University
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Consultation Request

Ethical Considerations for:
• Vaccine and antiviral drug distribution  

prioritization
• Development of interventions that would limit 

individual freedom and create social distancing

http://www.cdc.gov/od/science/phec/ 
guidelinesPanFlu.htm
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Ethical Issues in Emergency 
Preparedness and Response

Bruce Jennings, Center for 
Humans and Nature and Yale 

University
and

John Arras, University of Virginia

White Paper  - Ethical Guidance 
for Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness and Response
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Focus Papers
Research during public health emergencies –
Alex Jon London, Carnegie Mellon University
Vulnerable populations – Madison Powers, 
Georgetown University
Justice, resource allocation, and stockpiling -
Norman Daniels, Harvard School of Public Health
Professional, civic, and personal obligations –
Angus Dawson, Keele University
Community engagement - Ruth Gaare Bernheim, 
University of Virginia
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Guidance for Ventilator Distribution

Example of how to implement 
the general ethical framework 
described in the original 
pandemic influenza document.  

Address the tension between 
obligation to provide care and 
to be a good steward of 
resources while protecting the 
common good in scarce 
resource situations.
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Traveler Restrictions Workgroup

• Forum for review of 
cases

• Review of standard 
operating procedures for 
issuing travel restrictions
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Identifying African Perspectives on Pandemic 
Influenza Ethics:  Building Consensus on 

Ethical Challenges
• August 11-15, 2008
• Sponsored by CDC Coordinating Office 

of Global Health and African Field 
Epidemiology Network (AFENET)

• Participating Countries:
– East – Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya
– West – Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroun, Mali,

Togo, Burkina Faso
– South – South Africa, Zimbabwe
– North – Egypt, South Sudan
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Infrastructure Development
– Training

• Seminars
– Ethical theory
– Models of ethical analysis
– Ethics of surveillance 

• Web-based foundational level course
• Tuskegee University-CDC Ethics 

Fellowship

– Center level public health ethics teams

– Framework document and 
consultation procedures
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Roles of Center 
Public Health Ethics Leads 

– Leadership
• Serve as PH Ethics point of contact and resource
• Establish a Center PH Ethics team
• Coordinate Center PH Ethics activities with ADS & Director

– Training 
• Organize PH Ethics training and seminars for Center staff

– Consultation
• Identify issues with Center leaders 
• Set up systems and guidelines to receive & manage issues
• Establish guidelines and participate in center-led PH Ethics 

consultations
• Triage issues to PHEC that are cross-cutting
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Other Emergency Preparedness 
Activities

DEOC Ethics Desk

– Pandemic Influenza Exercises 
(Feb, Apr, Aug 2007; Mar, Sep 
2008)

– TOPOFF-4 (Oct 2007)
– Hurricane Exercise (May 2008)
– Anthrax Exercise (Aug 2008)
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Public Health Ethics Blog
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For Information About CDC’s Public Health Ethics Activities 
Please Contact:

Drue H. Barrett, Ph.D.
Public Health Ethics Coordinator

404-639-4690
DBarrett@cdc.gov

Neelam D. Ghiya, M.P.H.
Public Health Ethics Fellow

404-639-4794
NGhiya@cdc.gov

http://www.cdc.gov/od/science/phec/


